
CONNECTIONS
Connecting With Our People

Our Exaltation Choir Tour
On Sunday, June 21 
our Choir left for 
Longview, 
Washington on their 
missionary trip to the 
Northwest Region 
Campmeeting  which 
covers Washington, 
Oregon and Idaho.  
Charles Fisher, the 

pastor 
of New 

Life Worship Center in Longview, Wa. knew 
Garry from when he had been there before 
teaching some seminars and invited him and 
the choir back to minister.  This region of our 
country is only about 3% churched and you 
do not find a church on every corner like 
here.

This trip was truly a missions trip where 
everybody, choir and church alike, were truly blessed.  There 
is no better way to say that than in the words and testimonies 
of some of the choir members.
Cindy Abney

God began dealing with me long before we 
ever left for the trip.  He spoke to my spirit to 
'prepare ourselves' to go.  The choir began a 40 
day fast prior to the trip.  A calendar was 
circulated and those wanting to participate 
signed up for whatever days they felt led to fast.  
This was during Easter and people still 
sacrificed Easter celebrations to give, to fast and 
to pray.  One person did 5 Sundays in a row!  The 
preparation was started.

I knew in my spirit that this trip was different because we 
were going to pour into the church, not the lost 
as we have done so many times before.  Not that 
souls would not be touched and saved, but really 
this trip  was all about lifting and inspiring 
God's church.  I didn't know the church's 
history of what had happened prior to our 
arrival, but I knew we were there to help them 
heal and lift them up.  We poured into their 
leaders who were tired, struggling and some 
even at wits end and through the trip they were 
renewed, refreshed, and even refilled and God 
being God gave the same to us.

I began preparing lessons a month or more before our 
departure and God directed me to do all of the lessons on 
Servanthood! 

Lesson 1: Christlike Servant Christians.
Lesson 2: Thinking Like A Servant.
Lesson 3: Teachers discretion focused on Servanthood.
The teachers, Phillip and Chelsea Turner and Missy 

Mann, were chosen before we left and they had no idea they 
were going to be stretched into that role.  Little 

did I know how powerful each morning's 
lesson would be for the entire day!  We 
started our day with these devotions and God 
anointed every single one so differently and it 
not only ministered to us, but some of the 
members of the church were there each 
morning as well.  This missions trip expanded 
so much further than we ever expected and I 
had no idea God was going to do so much 

with so little!  
It was amazing to watch God work in bringing us to that 

place of servanthood even before we boarded the 
plane.  We began practicing it even at home and 
therefore, as we lifted off we were the empty 
vessels God needed us to be.  We practiced 
servanthood throughout the trip and it was just 
an honor to be allowed to pour into others so 
effectively.  Not just the church, but the staff at 
the hotel, the waitresses at the restaurant in 
which we ate so often and to the bus drivers 
that so graciously drove us around.  It felt so 
good to serve all those around us.  I know that 

when we left Washington they knew God's 
people had been there!

I also had the great privilege to minister to one of our 
waitresses during a 15 minute ride to town.  She 
was someone who needed help in every area of 
her life and she really needed to see that the 
Church can love her with all of her faults and 
failures.  This woman had a very negative view 
about what she thought to be the church and 
God's people.  Then we came (I mean all of us, 
because she served us breakfast almost every 
morning)and showed her the true love of Christ 
and she will never be the same because of it.  

She will never look at the church the same way 
and as we wrapped our arms around her on the last day there 
were tears in her eyes.
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Linda Ingham
Choir tours are always a time of refreshing and 

rejuvenation for the Exaltation Choir.  Our goal is to go 
forth and minister, but it never fails that we are in fact 
ministered to more than we ever anticipated.  
This tour was no exception.

From the moment we all arrived, there 
was an expectancy in the air.  We are always 
excited about the tour, but this time we 
were on a mission.  The Pacific Northwest 
where we were to minister is very different 
from where we live.  Less than 3% of the 
population is churched.  You will not see a 
church on every corner as we do here.  
Only a few of the churches of God even have 
a choir and that is usually only for special occasions such as 
Christmas or Easter.  Our mission was to show how a choir 
could be used to  lead a congregation into worship.

From the very first service it was evident that the 
people were hungry and ready for worship.  The Holy Spirit 
was present to anoint and move in the hearts of these 
people!  Every night the Spirit moved and the people were 
blessed!

What moved me the most was on Tuesday night when 
we did the song "When The Saints Go Up In 
Worship."  Garry explained how he wanted 
this song to work and told us we would be 
walking down the aisle individually with our 
hands raised.  He wanted it to be a total act 
of praise.  As I moved into the choir line, I 
began to pray and ask the Lord for His 
touch.  We all moved into place and I was 
the last in line.  As Esther Henderson lead 
the group we immediately felt the presence 
of the Lord ripple through the whole choir 
from front to back and with hands raised in worship we each 
slowly made our way up the aisle to the stage.  As I moved 
to the aisle I was still praying and I could feel His presence.  
About halfway down the Holy Spirit hit me with such power 
that I did not even know where I was and the sweetness of 
His presence surrounded me.  When I finally realized I 
needed to continue on to the stage the entire choir with 
hands raised where singing and praising the Lord!  It was an 
amazing time of worship and one I will never forget.

Each morning we met for a time of 
devotion and the next morning several 
choir members were sharing their thoughts 
about that service.  One choir member said 
that from where he was he could see the 
intensity build as each member walked 
down the aisle.  Another spoke up and said 
that as each choir member walked down 
the aisle the person behind was walking in 
the fragrance of their praise so that by the 
time it got to me, I just got it all!  I was so 
thankful that Garry was obedient and followed the leading 

of the Lord for that song because the Lord blessed in a 
marvelous way!

What an awesome tour!  The people were so wonderful 
to us and what a privilege that the Lord allowed us to 

minister to them.
Dave Williams
I believe that this trip was truly a blessing for 
everyone involved, not only the Choir and 
Band but also the church we ministered to.
We prepared for it long before we left.  We 
prayed and fasted and of course we 
REHEARSED!
We had morning prayer and devotions every 

day and the Lord truly honored that by 
anointing Phillip, Chelsea and Missy.  They taught on 
Servanthood and we took it to heart, not only among 
ourselves but also the workers at the hotel and restaurants 
and most importantly the church we were sent to minister.

The anointing on each of the services we sang at was 
amazing!  The night we started the service with "When The 
Saints Go Up To Worship" with everybody walking down 
the aisle praising God with everything that was in us really 
set the tone for the rest of the week.

Pam Williams
OUR GOD IS AWESOME!!!
He keeps blessing and blessing, especially our 
choir trip to Washington.  Everywhere we 
went was breathtaking and so beautiful!  
Our devotions every morning were 
unbelievable and they were about being 
servants.  You could tell we were consumed by 

the Word; everywhere you looked someone was 
being a servant.  WOW!

The anointing on the choir and the band was amazing 
and the evangelist's messages were just what was needed.

Thanks Pastor Ray for letting us go and thanks Garry 
for taking us. It is a trip I will never forget!
Mike and Sheryl Barnett

We were so glad we went on this trip!  The choir 
devotions spoke to each one of us and the camp meeting 

speakers and singers were awesome!  The messages 
touched several of us and many were healed, 
delivered and set free!  The choir was like a 
giant family and we were there for each other 
like never before!  The anointing fell on every 
service and God used us.  Praise God!!!  We 
felt like we were exactly where God wanted 
us to be and Spence was able to grow closer to 
God as well.  We can't wait to go where God 
sends us next!
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Choir Tour
Jonathan Weaver

"Heaven must be beautiful, because this country is 
awfully pretty."  This was a comment made by Mike Barnett 
after visiting a beach on the Oregon coast where the 
Columbian River meets the Pacific Ocean.  
The choir did get to see some of God's 
amazing handiwork as well as meet 
some wonderful people.

The theme of our morning 
devotions was servanthood and each 
morning the men would meet and 
discuss a lesson devoted to this subject.  
We had some wonderful discussions and 
a good time of fellowship.  

During our trip to this corner of the 
country I learned that this area is not well churched.  With 
the trend of secularism that our nation is rapidly leaning 
towards I understood more clearly how much the anointing 
of the Holy Spirit is needed in our daily lives.  Each evening 
at camp meeting the Holy Spirit blessed the choir and the 
anointing was prevalent in each service.  The folks we were 
privileged to meet are caring. loving and very hospitable.  I 
was deeply blessed to share in the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit during their worship!
Mike Hay

This missions trip turned out to 
be one of the greatest journeys of my 
life!

On day 1, Monday morning we 
started out with a devotional at 9AM 
like we did every morning and these 
devotionals, led by Phillip Turner were 
outstanding!  It brought a sense of 
belonging to the whole group and 
especially me and a couple of others who were not choir 
members.  The women had their devotional at the same 
time and then at 9:45 we all met and discussed how they 
affected each of us.

Later that day we arrived at the church for the first time 
and as I sat in the back row I watched how the people 
reacted to our choir.  As they started rehearsing there must 
have been about 15 people standing around and behind the 
sound man and I could tell that they were 
impressed.

Later on that evening when our choir 
started singing there could be only one 
word I could use to describe the peoples 
reaction and that would be "AWESOME!"  
You could see the people's faces as they 
worshipped God and I knew it was from 
their heart!  Garry and the choir brought 
them to a level they had never been before, 
and this continued throughout the service.

The next day at 9AM was devotional time again and it 
was even greater than before because we had Mondays 
experience to add onto it.

Tuesday night the church was filled to capacity, 
apparently everyone had told or brought 

friends and family. This was the night that 
Garry had all the choir come down the 
center of the sanctuary with their hands 
raised and worshipping the Lord.  Soon after 
they started down the aisle the Holy Spirit 
fell like I have never seen before!  The whole 
service was like that.
The rest of the week was the same way with 

God's presence in all of the services.
One of the ladies of the church attended our morning 

devotionals and told us that we would never believe how 
much we were impacting the way they will worship from 
now on.  This lady said, "I thought all a choir was supposed 
to do was sing."  "Now I understand that a choir is all about 
worshipping the Lord first and after that the music will 
come automatically."

I attended a meeting that Garry set up with our choir 
and their choir, and I saw people who hung on 

every word that Garry said because they 
were so hungry to learn.  They shared 
testimonies about themselves and how the 
testimonies of a couple of our choir 
members changed their attitudes about 
how they viewed themselves.
I believe that through the anointing that 
God had on Garry and this choir the trip 

was a total success!
Esther received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

I had tried so many times to get the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit.  I had begged and pleaded for Him but it never 
happened and I just wasn't going to do it anymore.  On 
Wednesday night Cindy Abney came to me and said,  "Let's 
just go up there one more time, just one more."

So I agreed and it wasn't just a few minutes later with 
Cindy guiding me and praying that I just shut my mouth so 
the Lord could have time to work.  I never let Him have 

time to do what He was wanting to do.  It wasn't 
just a minute later that the Holy Spirit came 
over me like never before.  I had been filled 
with the joy of the Lord several times but this 
was different.  No words can describe it!  I was 
filled with such a great joy and started jumping 
up and down and praising Him and started 
saying something but I didn't know what it 
was.  It was so full, it was just wonderful!  
What a wonderful gift from God!  The choir 

started coming down to me and everybody was 
just hugging and loving me.

I had a wonderful time on this tour.  Everybody was just 
fantastic, like a big family helping and loving each other,  
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Choir Tour
like brothers and sisters together.  The speakers were 
wonderful and the two bus drivers were so good to us.  They 
would go out of their way to help us and were always 
showing us the scenery and talking about the sights we saw.  
Garry Turner

Our choir ministered in the campmeeting for four days, 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  On Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday I taught three sessions.  

The first one was on Musical Transitions like teaching 
key changes to help lift the worship up.  A couple of ladies 
remarked, "Does it really work that simple?"  The pastor's 
wife was especially excited about this.

The second one was on Organization, like planning 
services and doing choir rehearsals.

The third one was on Vocal Training and Care of the 
Voice.  Doing harmonization.

There was one gentleman on the front row in all three 
sessions diligently taking notes, filling up pages and pages on 
a yellow legal pad.  He told me, "I'm coming to Middletown 
to learn more.  I don't know when but I will call you and tell 
you when I'm coming."

This was the type of response I got from all the 
sessions.  People were really blessed by them and learned 
from them.  We had full classes every day. 

The choir was so wonderful, just praising and 
worshipping.  Everybody pitched in even the non-members.  
Running the tables to sell our "Deliver Me From Me" tee 
shirts(which were quite a hit)  and CDs, setting up 
equipment, just doing whatever they could.

Frank Harris had everybody taking care of him.  Pushing 
him around in his wheelchair and getting him up onto the 
raisers on the stage.  Jerry Martin especially helped a lot 
pushing him around in Seattle, uphill and on cobblestone 
streets.  This simple act really blessed one lady who was 
thinking of quitting the choir in her church because of her 
disability.  When she saw how our choir ministered to Frank 
she was encouraged and told Frank how much he had 
blessed her.  Frank replied, "My body is weak but my gift is 
still strong."

There was such a great spirit of servanthood on this 
tour and it was such a pleasure to just be with my choir.  
Listening to their stories, having breakfast, and just hanging 
out with them.  Esther had her bag of candy to still carry on 
the 'Candy Man' ministry.  This was truly the highlight of my 
year!
To Close it out from the Editor

There is no better words than the preceding 
testimonies .  Nothing I can really add to them.  This Spirit 
of Servanthood is becoming stronger in our church and 
really shined in the wonderful people of our choir on this 
tour.  Shelia McKinney got sick and all the nurses kept 
coming in and checking on her as well as choir members, 
doing whatever they could to help.  This just fills my heart 
with a great love and hope for our church.  If we all would 
continue to let this wonderful Spirit of Servanthood grow in 
our church, think what we could do for God.  This is His 
love shining through each of us.  What a wonderful thing it 
is!   

OUR GOD IS TRULY AWESOME!!!

The House has been 
built with you in mind...

Your invited to join us 
October 4 @ 9:30am                    

Stratford Heights
Church of God

For more information contact Rhonda Johnson at 
djsat1@yahoo.com

FUSION
JOIN BRAD AND STEPHANIE REFFITT EVERY 

SATURDAY NIGHT STARTING
AUGUST 8 AT 5:30 PM FOR REFRESHMENTS 

AND FELLOWSHIP.  
WORSHIP SERVICE STARTS AT6:30 PM.

This is a new, contemporary worship service that 
started with a desire to reach our young adults from 

20 to 40 years old, but everyone is welcome.
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Five years ago Pastor Ray's family was 
involved in the Royal Rangers and 
Missionettes program and he liked what 
he saw.   He told Missy Co!ey our C. E. 
Director about it and a year later, she, with 
the help of Carolyn Perfetti our Children's 
Pastor got the program started with 
Caro l yn in i t ia l l y oversee ing bo th 
programs.  Jerry Rush was our Þrst Royal 
Rangers Commander and Cindy Watson 
was our first Missionettes Coordinator.  
Under this program our Wednesday night attendance 
more than tripled and it has been growing ever since! 

 In the Missionettes program the girls have to 
achieve certain goals to earn honors 
status and win medals with each club 
having di!erent requirements.  For 
instance in the Stars Club they have to 
read the entire New Testament and 
memorize the books of the Bible as 
well as keep a prayer journal.  Many of 
our girls have won their honors and we 
have three who are working towards 
their Gold Medals, Jordan Gilbert, 
Mariah Lee and Taylor Gordon.  This is a lot of work 
and we want to congratulate and encourage these girls. 

Under the Missionettes the gir ls have had 
sleepovers, camping trips and even went to 
Powet te where they camp wi th 
Missionettes from all over the state.  They 
have visited Boonshoft Museum and gone 
to the firehouse and experienced the 
Smoke Room in which you learn what it is 
l i ke to be in a f i re .  Our cur ren t 
coordinator is Patty Farno and she is doing 
a great job.

Every sponsor who is the class teacher 
has a lesson plan to follow and each class is di!erent.  
The di!erent classes are, Rainbows which are 2 to 5 
years old, Daisies are Kindergarten girls, Prims are Þrst 
and second grade girls, Stars are third, 
fourth and Þfth grade girls, Friends are 
six, seven and eighth grade girls, Girls 
Only is High School age.

In the Roya l Rangers under 
Commander Hans Oney we have the 
Ranger Kids which are Kindergarten, 
Þrst, and second grade boys, Discovery 
Rangers which are third, fourth and 
Þfth grade boys, Adventure Rangers 
which are six, seven and eighth grade boys.

Each class starts with an activity followed by a 
Bible merit lesson, then they get to work on 
other merits in the class in which they learn 
about di!erent things.

With these merits they have done some really 
fun stu!.  For instance with the Aviation 
Merit they got to go to a local airport and 
took an airplane ride and learned about how 
airplanes ßy.  They also got to ßy a real Boeing 
767 aircraft simulator at ABX Air Inc.  They 

have earned their Weather Merit and learned 
about basic Meteorology, how to tie knots in the Rope 
Merit, learned about Astronomy in the Astronomy 
Merit and many other badges.

They have gone to the Air Force and 
Boonshoft Museums and visited the Fire 
House.  We have had overnighters at the 
church and evening programs.  We have 
also gone camping and once a year our 
Roya l Rangers par t i c ipa te in the 
Pinewood Derby where they get to 
compete with other Royal Rangers by 
racing wooden cars that they have built 

from kits.

This summer we are having a Summer Olympics in 
which the boys will compete to win a medal and 

ultimately a trophy for the overall winner.  Some of 
the games they will be doing are the Javelin 
Throw, 50 yard dash, frisbee golf and even 
scripture memorization to earn extra points.

This is an exciting program with lots of fun 
stu! going on and we need men.  Hans got 
started while he was working with Carolyn in 
Rock Island and she asked him to help out.  
He saw the need that the boys had with so 
many coming from broken homes, not having 

fathers and he wanted to be a godly inßuence in 
these boys life, so he agreed. 

We need you men!  These boys are the now and 
future of our church and they need your 

godly mentorship and inßuence.  Some 
have no fathers or  have unsaved parents, 
some are passed from home to home, they 
need you!  Come and get involved, you will 
have fun and you will make a di!erence in 
a boys life.

If you have any questions and you want to 
get involved, contact Hans Oney for the 

Royal Rangers and Patty Farno for the 
Missionettes.

Royal Rangers and Missionettes



4419 Nelson Road

Middletown, Ohio  45042

(513) 423-0797

fax (513) 423-4219

www.shcog.com

OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP

SUNDAY

Early Morning Worship--8:30am
Sunday School--9:30am

Morning Worship--10:45am
Evening Worship--6:00pm

TUESDAY

Oasis--6:30pm

WEDNESDAY

Missionettes & Royal Rangers--7:00pm
Family Life Night--7:30pm

Noah's Ministry for children 0-3 years old 
offered for all services except 8:30am.

MISSION STATEMENT

We will passionately embrace God, connect 
with one another, pursue discipleship into 

all the world through Jesus Christ!

Pastor Ray Phillips
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