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WILLIAM MANN

It is my great privilege this month to honor Brother
Mann. As soon as he starts talking, you can hear and
teel the great love he has for God and the compassion
he has for the church and the people in it. This is a real
man of God and one of our super saints.

Brother Mann was born the eighth of eight children
in the kitchen of a small cabin, he says most people
would call it a shack, in eastern Kentucky. His father
had died a month before and back then there were no
welfare services to help widows. Because of this his
mother had to give up all eight children to an
orphanage. However, because she just could not give up
her new born baby to strangers, she reclaimed him and
two of his sisters a year later, which began a rather hard
and poverty stricken life. He says that when his father
died they were eight children without hope. He did not
know any of his other siblings until after high school.

In 1946 through 1948 he served in the navy at
Pensacola Naval Air Station and also in California,
which is where is met his wife of 52 years. After serving
in the Navy a job opportunity with ARMCO brought
them to Ohio where he worked as a conductor and
eventually an engineer on their railroad, retiring after 42
years.

Sister Mann was raised in the Church of God but
had not been attending when they married, but after
having children they started taking them to Sunday
School at Clayton Street. This is where, in 1957 at the
age of 29, Brother Mann got saved. He tells me it
happened at a Friday night YPE service. He was holding
one of his children and Kelly Gibson came up to ask
him if he wanted to come to the altar to pray. One of

the ladies by the name of Pat Richardson volunteered to
take the child and he went down to the altar.

He said six words, "Lord forgive me of my sins."
Then he relates, "I was saved, marvelously saved,
transformed by the power of God!!! Sanctified and filled
with the Holy Spirit in one visit to the throne of God!!!"
He wrote in his bible, "At the age of 29 I left this old
world behind. In the year of 57 I started on my way to
Heaven." This started a long and victorious journey for
Brother Mann in the Lord.

He has taught young boys Sunday School Class, he
was President of YPE (Young Peoples Endeavor) at
Clayton Street winning several banners for most
attendance at the district conventions. He served on
the Pastor Council for 48 years under seven different
Pastors from Brother Jenkins all the way up to Brother
Wiatkins, he taught the Sanctuary Bible class, he was on
the building committee for both phases of our building
project. His best love, though, was the Young Married
class with an attendance of 107 people.

Brother Mann related to me how God has always
been there for him. When it didn't look like there
would be enough food on the table, it was always there.
‘When he made a pledge to missions he didn't know
where the money would come from, but it was there
with some left over when the pledge came due.
Although Brother Mann never received a high school
education, God always gave him what he needed to
teach his classes. He told me that one day he was
studying his Bible and just asked God, "How can I get
closer to you?" God told him, "It's right in front of you."

He told me that one day a man came up to him in a
restaurant and told him, "You are the reason I am a
Christian." Brother Mann was a little confused because
he did not know him. "How was I the reason?" "It was
the way you lived and conducted yourself.", he said.
Brother Mann's example made this man want to be a
Christian. He wanted what Brother Mann has!

He says, "As I look out over the congregation and
see so many precious people, I just pray that God would
do what is needed for them. That He would go into
their heart and do a great work."
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WILLIAM MANN

Just talking to him is a wonderful experience in If you need your faith strengthened or you need a
how God's love can change you. He feels that he just victory and someone to pray for you, go to Brother
has not done enough to repay what God has done for Mann, just talking to him will lift you up.

him and that just fills him with a great desire to do
more and with a great and forever growing love for

God.

OURMEN'S NIGHT OUTAND CHILI COOK-OFF

On Friday, January 16th, fellowship and no one left hungry.

the Set Ablaze Men's The only thing missing that night was YOU! Our next

Mini'str i(?S sponsored a Men's Night Out is coming in March, so come on out and
Men's Night Out and have some fun and fellowship!
Chili Kettle Cook-OfF.

About 42 men were there
and seven chili entries.
Some where pretty hot,

especially Christian's,

which he told me had a mixture of jalapeno and habanero

peppers. It would burn

you twice, and clear
your sinuses as well!
Our proud winner
was none other than
Big John Mckinney.
Afterwards, we all
enjoyed everybody's
chili; soft drinks and
coffee were also
available.

A Wii was brought
and a few of our men
were competing in a game of golf and bowling. A card game
was going on at one of

the tables, an Indian

Jones movie was

playing in the back

and a Cornhole

Tournament in the

front with two

winners, Jerry Martin
and Darren Combs.

The framed award

certificates were

made with much

thanks by David

Bailey. We all enjoyed
a great time of
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Join The Team

ANEW PROGRAM WE ARE STARTING HEADED BY CARL COWGILL:

There's something new and exciting coming to Stratford Heights, the Stratford School of Ministry.

This is a distance learning center through the Church of God School of Ministry. These biblical studies will

consist of 20 courses - four courses of Biblical studies, four courses of doctrinal studies and twelve courses

are in pastoral and lay studies, representing various aspects of ministry and outreach. These classes can be

taken for college credits or for spiritual enrichment. Completion of these courses earns 35 certificate in
ministry studies credits. These are transferable to Lee University and Patton University towards a Bachelors.
We call this the Heart of the Bible college degree. There is a one time $35 application fee and you can take any course offered
for spiritual enrichment or a $35 application and $75 per credit charge, if you want to further your education through one of the
Church of God institutions of higher education. CIMS credit may be converted to credit by that institution when the student
meets the entrance requirements, is accepted, and enrolls. Our courses are divided into three segments . The CIMS courses
being offered are the same courses used for the MIP Program through the Church of God. The Biblical studies include:
Journey Through the Old and New Testaments, and Introduction to Great Themes of Scripture. The doctrinal studies include:
Living the Faith (bible doctrine and Theology) and Knowing The Holy Spirit (Pentecostal studies). The Pastoral studies
include: Understanding yourself and others, Equipping People for Ministry, Learning The Practices in Ministry, and Helping
People in Crisis. These are just a few examples of the curriculum that will be offered.

Planned Start Date: March 7 at 10:00am, see Carl Cowgill for details or enrollment info.

DEBBIE ACHBERGERFORTHE FOOD PANTRY:
"For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat: whatever you did for the least of these you did for
me." Matt. 2§:35
That is the goal of this ministry, serving over 50 families each month. Each family receives 3 bags of non-
perishable food items and toiletries. In each bag we place pamphlets about God's love for them and how
they may come to know him as their Savior.

We are in need of the following items:
Crackers, soup, cereal, applesauce, Tuna, Tuna Helper, Spam, vegetables, boxed potatoes, soup beans, cornbread, peanut butter,
jelly , pancake mix, syrup, spaghetti sauce, cake mix, Manwich, canned fruit, macaroni & cheese, toilet tissue, soap, toothpaste
and shampoo.
Cash donations are also greatly appreciated. Please put the money in a tithe envelope and mark it "Food Pantry."
Please place donated food items in the green bin across from Miss Carolyn's office.
If you would like to serve in this ministry, your help is greatly needed, please see me or call the church office.
If you or anyone you know is in need, please call the church office.

RICHARD TEWELL FOR SENIORADULT MINISTRY:

‘We have two annual activities:

In April we have the Senior Adult International Convention in Gatlinburg, TN. This year Southern Ohio
Church of God will present a Senior Adult Choir

In August we have the Southern Ohio Senior Adult Day at the church camp grounds.

We conduct Bible Studies and Worship Services at eight different nursing homes: Brighton Gardens,
Sunrise, Elmcroft, Butler County Care Facility, Garden Manor Care Facility, Kensington Place, Liberty
Retirement Center and Hillspring Health Care Center. These are done by many different people: Marc and Teri Begley,
Harold Caudill, Leroy Cline, Bettie Haney, Mike Hay, Bud and Jane Jewell, Annette and Jim Lawson, Carol Ponder, Buster
Thompson and Richard and Virginia Tewell.

‘We are always looking for more people to help, so come and share your gifts with us.

DAVE ANDERSON ON SETABLAZE MENS MINISTRY:

We're looking forward to many areas in which our men can get involved this coming year. We will be
launching numerous events, outreaches, work projects, ministries, sporting events and more very soon.
Next months newsletter will include more information as we finalize the details for what looks to be an
incredible year. We see the Lord moving greatly in all the ministries, and we pray that all our men will be
burdened to get involved. Come and be a vital part of this ministry and help us fulfill the Pastor's vision to
carry Luke 4:18 to our community.
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Join The Team

GARRYTURNERFORTHE MUSIC MINISTRY:
+ Come and sing with us, new singers are always needed and welcomed.
* Orchestra Members are needed, especially horns, trumpets, trombones, woodwinds; also, we need a
backup for the bass so if you can play any of these instruments come and worship with us.
* We really need someone to help Janelle and play the keyboard.
* Jane Jewell has started a Senior Adult Choir; rehearsals are on Tuesday afternoons, r:oopm.
* Stephanie Luebbe and Philip Turner have started a new Youth Choir; rehearsals are the first and third Monday at 6:30pm.
* Our Easter Musical, "By The Way Of The Cross," will be presented April 1oth at 7pm, 1rth at 7pm, and 12th at 6pm. We need
some builders for sets and anybody who would like an acting part, please see Mo.

* Our Choir Tour to Washington State is coming up. We are leaving June 21st and returning June 28th. We are doing all the
music for the Pacific Northwest Region Camp Meeting which includes Washington, Idaho and Oregon. If you would like to
sponsor someone for this trip, that would be greatly appreciated.

RICHARD MCINTOSH FORTHE YOUTH MINISTRY:

For over 10 years we have been at the cutting edge of Youth Ministry. Every week is a new adventure in
which young people embrace and strengthen their relationship with God.

If you love God and young people and would like to serve in this ministry, call me at the church.

* Our Easter Egg sale to help raise money for the trip starts March 1st.
a
: ‘Winterfest is our annual Youth Retreat. Each year the Church of God Youth Department hosts
three huge services at the Thompson-Bowling arena at the University of Tennessee. The cost is $240.00
which includes bus, hotel and conference fee. Food and spending money are separate. We will leave Thursday,

March 12th at §pm and return Sunday night the 15th.

We have some of our youth who would like to go but cannot afford the price so sponsor's are needed. Anyone who
would like to do so, please contact me at the church.

‘We have started a Monthly Prayer Meeting with our youth. The next meeting is Monday, Feb. 16th, 12pm-2pm and
the entire Southern Ohio State Youth Department has been invited. This is a Prayer Summit for our teens.

On Friday, Feb. 20th at §pm we will be leaving on our annual Midnight Madness ski trip. We will be skiing from
10:30pm until 3:00am at Madriver Mt. in Bellefontaine, Ohio. Adults are welcome and needed. Please contact Missy for

pricing. Their website is www.skimadriver.com
media to further the gospel with every tool available.

Interested? We need people for our Audio, Video, Lighting and Media teams. Full training will be provided.

Please see Jim Long.

JIM LONG FORTHE AUDIO/VIDEO MINISTRY:

We are currently working on live sound and video production, a new web page and now Internet Live
feed. We strive to transparently enhance the worship experience. We are working to take the gospel
outside our walls via CDs, DVDs and the World Wide Web.

‘We are moving now in pre and post-production work to create presentations, videos, music and relevant

You can also watch our sermons at the following address; vimeo.com/shcog.

CAROLYN PERFETTI FORROCK ISLAND
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY:
* Junior Talent practice starting Sunday, Feb. 1st at 4:45pm.

* Come sign up for the March and April Rock Island security team in the Rock Island hallway or call
Sherry Albright at 513-423-7066.

CINDY WATSON FORTHE MISSIONETTES:

* Our 6th to 8th grade Friends class has gotten so full we need to split it. We need two women to teach 6th
grade girls.

Page 4




Join The Team

BETH TOMPKINS FORMOTHERS OF PRESCHOOLERS (MOPS):

‘We meet the first and third Monday of each month at 9:30 to 11:30 am in the gym with child care provided.
Our main mission in MOPS is to encourage and equip moms to be the best moms they can be through
community, personal growth, practical help and spiritual hope. A typical meeting includes a light breakfast
with some fellowship time, prayer, a guest speaker or lesson from the book we are reading and lots of
talking, laughing and some crying.

We all come from different backgrounds and have different things to offer each other. These include
swapping recipes, helping each other out with child care, even bringing dinner to a sick mom.
Some of the things we have done are mom's night out, cooking classes, craft projects, play dates at the park, pregnancy center
baby shower, and clothing drives for families in need. We also reach out to new moms by preparing dinner for them when they
bring their new babies home.
A few things we have planned for this year are more mom's night out, guest speakers, coupon classes and lots of fun activities
for the kids. We are planning a group to go to the Hearts At Home mom's conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan, October 2
& 3.
During our meetings we have a MOPPET program for our children and we need someone to help with this.
MOPS is a great way to build friendships and get to know one another better, so no matter what your situation, married or
single, you are welcome to join us.

KEVIN CASKEY FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL:
*sth and 6th Grade girls teachers are needed.
*1st and 2nd Grade boys teachers are needed.

*We also need substitute teachers for every age group to help out when someone is sick or out of town.

’ BARB ROGERS FORFAMILY LIFE NIGHT:
Family Life Night has something to offer everyone in a variety of classes:
* There is a Nursery for the infants.
* The Missionettes and Royal Rangers program is for ages 2-8th grade.
* High School age guys class called "Wings" meets with Youth Pastor's Richard McIntosh.
* High School age gals class called "Sonflowers" meets with Youth Pastor's wife, Chrissie McIntosh.
* College age and young men's class called "Zoes" meets with Matt Tompkins.
* College age and young ladies class called "Alethias" meets with Angie Kelly.
* "Women Of Worth" class meets with Connie Chapman.
* Men's class called "Risk Takers" meets with Mark Begley."
* Men and women are in Inductive Bible Study class with Gregg Gentry.
* Pastor Ray has service in the sanctuary studying "When God's People Pray."
* GriefShare Class starting March 4th at 7:30pm in room 205
GriefShare is a 13 week seminar and support group for people grieving the death of someone close. It's a place where
you can be around people who understand how you feel and the pain of your loss. At GriefShare, you will learn valuable
information that will help you through this difficult time in you life.
Come every Wednesday to be a part of our Mid-Week service where we learn and share about Jesus Christ.

HANS ONEY FORTHE ROYAL RANGERS:

It is time to start thinking about the Pinewood Derby. This is always a highlight of the year for our boys.
This year the derby will be held on March 28th so we have got to get busy on designing, building, painting
and getting these cars ready to race. We will need parents to help the boys get the cars cut out and up to
racing speed. If you are interested, please see your son's commander.

Also remember we need the $1.00 per week dues from your child. This money goes towards getting the
children's awards and other materials that we use on a weekly basis.
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OUR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY BY MISSY COFFEY

Missy started coming to our Department had dropped off the top 100 now we
church in 1987 at Harlan Park are back on it. She accounts for this not to her hard
under Pastor Sargent and stayed work but to the work of her department leaders, she
because of the Youth ministry. says, "They make my job easy because they are so
In high school great!"

she got very -ty
involved with
the Youth
Ministry and
would come everyday, right after
school, to do whatever needed to be
done. She would contact youth,
help Youth Pastor Ray plan events,
was a Peer Leader, and Youth This department, headed by
Counsel President. She also sang in Kevin Caskey is not just for kids but
the Youth Choir, taught 3rd and 4th grade girls and  for adults as well, we cover all age groups from birth
sang in the Exaltation Choir. After graduating from through Senior Adult Classes.

Lee University with a Bachelor of In Sunday School you come
Science degree in history, with minors
in Political Science and Christian
Education and an endorsement in
Secondary Education, she returned to
Stratford Heights with a passion to
teach, but instead ended up accepting
a job on staff at the request of Pastor
‘Watkins.

She started in the Youth and

She has brought about a variety of
changes and has brought in a number
of new programs.

Our Christian Education
Department starts with Sunday
School in which we learn about our
faith and bible teachings.

together with other believers to study
the Bible, to grow spiritually, to have
fellowship with and receive
encouragement from others and to
get spiritual answers for difficult
problems in your life. Kevin relates
that if it were not for Sunday School
he would probably not be here today
because it provided him with the
Music Departments working with foundation he needed to hang on to
Pastor Ray and Garry Turner doing all his faith. Myself, I have found that it
the administration work, event planning is a wonderful place to ask difficult
and any secretarial work that needed doing. questions and get answers, to have your faith
increased by listening to others testify about what

With her passion for education and teaching,
she asked Pastor Watkins if she could God has done for them and to really

take over the Christian Education ap learn about your faith.
' Our Family Life Night program on
Wednesdays headed by Barb Rogers,
teaches practical application of the
bible and offers a variety of classes
including our Sanctuary class run by
Pastor Phillips which offers a variety
of bible based series. This is a place
to get practical answers and to learn
about how the bible applies to your
life. It is a place to learn about the
many traps that the enemy has for you
and how to avoid them or at least be warned about
them.

Department after the director
resigned. Pastor Watkins, concerned
whether she could take on all the
additional work, said that she could
try it on a trial basis of two months
then they would talk about it. Well,
Pastor Watkins never got back to
her, so §! years later she is still on
the trial basis.

‘When she started, her goal was to
establish a solid program and working with the
department leaders, she has done exactly that.
When she first started out our Sunday School
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The Royal Rangers and Missionettes with everyday issues.
also meet on Wednesdays. Our
Missionettes are challenged to read the
Bible through, memorize scripture,
work together on camping trips and
various field trips. They have
ministered to our shut-ins and collected
food and Christmas gifts for the needy:.

Monthly, we bring in the Abilities First.
These are severely handicapped people
both physically and mentally.

These people came to us after being
rejected by several churches as too loud
or too much of a distraction. Liz
Amburgy and Cindy Abney took over
and have developed a very special
relationship with them and with the staff.

They bring them to praise and worship in church
then go to a classroom for a lesson. They then get
right down on their level using props

r such as flannelgraphs and
interacting with them. For
instance, Liz taught them about
teet washing and using the scripture
about Paul saying wash all of me
she proceeded to wash their hands.
Teaching a lesson on planting a seed

The Royal Rangers have
participated in the Pinewood Derby in
which they design and build their own wooden car
and race it. They have gotten to ride in a small
plane, visited museums, been stargazing
and even got to fly a real Boeing 767
simulator.

We also offer many electives and
are planning on expanding into
Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm.

Some of the electives we are
offering are Crown Financial

Ministries, which is bible-based for God they actually planted seeds in
financial management, Divorce Care and Griefshare 2 €UP:
which is a 13 week seminar and support group for Not only have these two ministered to the

people grieving the death of someone close. It's a handicapped they have also ministered to the staff
place where you can be around people who and everyone feels very comfortable and welcome.

understand how you feel and the pain of your loss. This is God's love in action!
We are also offering We have MOPS which is
the Beth-Moore Mothers of Preschoolers

Curriculum Esther: It's
Tough Being a Woman.
An in-depth and very

but have expanded it to
include all mothers. It
meets the 1st and 3rd
personal examination of Monday of every month at
the story of Esther . In 9:30am to 11:30am at the
this study we will show how church or they may go on
very contemporary and applicable this story is to field trips. This group has grown very close and
our lives. If you've ever felt inadequate, threatened, welcomes anyone who would want to join.

or pushed into situations that seemed overpowering,
this is the study for you. Just as it was tough being a
woman in Esther's day, it's tough

Missy says her biggest disappointment is that
everybody does not take advantage
of our Christian Education

today:

Liz Amburgy is sponsoring the
Marriage Enrichment Seminar on
February 28th "Focus On
Marriage." This seminar will show
you what your relationship looks
like through God's eyes. It will
help you understand the higher
purpose of your marriage, while

providing practical insights to help

Program, because we offer so
much for everyone.

This is a place to strengthen
your faith to learn from others
and get the foundation you need
to maintain your walk with God.

Come take advantage of our
Christian Education Department,
you will not regret it.
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RISEN WOMENS ENCOUNTER

On Friday, January 16th the women
left on their encounter returning Sunday
afternoon the 18th to a spaghetti dinner
hosted by the Set Ablaze Men's
Ministry.

After this dinner some women had a
chance to testify, and there were some
powerful testimonies! Most of the
women said that they did not want to go
but something kept leading them and
they were glad that they did. Some of

the testimonies were:

"I learned that conviction was not
to make me feel guilty but to run to
God and say here is one more piece of
me I can bring to you and lay it down."

"Learned God is not mad at me but
mad about me."

"There was a lot of junk I needed to
get rid of...now I am free."

"We danced before the Lord just
because we wanted to!"

"God came to me. It was
unbelievable, He helped me to bring
down my walls. My walls were so high
nobody could get over them."

"Didn't know what encounter was
and still don't know, but I know God
was there. He was there to lift me up,
to shake off the old person!"

i "I encountered God there and He
helped me throw away the cigarettes

and lay down all the junk from a bad
childhood."

- p— "God showed me His love there and
I can't wait to go back."

#
£
=

i v . '
771 1B\ "Jesus ushered me into the Father's

, - -
y/ ‘l - b presence and said, 'Here she is, look
: \\ - 4 how beautiful she is."
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About Us
The Church of God believes the whole Bible to be completely and equally inspired and that it is the written Word of God. The
Church of God has adopted the following Declaration of Faith as its standard and ofbcial expression of its doctrine.

We Believe

"y In the verbal inspiration of the Bible.

"oy In one God eternally existing in three persons; namely, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

"oy That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of the Father, conceived of the Holy Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary.
That Jesus was crucibed, buried, and raised from the dead. That He ascended to heaven and is today at the right hand
the Father as the Intercessor.

"oy That all have sinned and come short of the glory of God and that repentance is commanded of God for all and
necessary for forgiveness of sins.

"oy That justibcation, regeneration, and the new birth are wrought by faith in the blood of Jesus Christ.

"oy In sanctibcation subsequent to the new birth, through faith in the blood of Christ; through the Word, and by the Holy
Ghost.

"y Holiness to be God's standard of living for His people.

"oy In the baptism with the Holy Ghost subsequent to a clean heart.

"oy In speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance and that it is the initial evidence of the baptism of the Holy
Ghost.

"oy In water baptism by immersion, and all who repent should be baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and ¢
the Holy Ghost.

"y Divine healing is provided for all in the atonement.

"oy In the Lord's Supper and washing of the saints' feet.

"oy In the premillennial second coming of Jesus. First, to resurrect the righteous dead and to catch away the living saints tc
Him in the air. Second, to reign on the earth a thousand years.

"oy In the bodily resurrection; eternal life for the righteous, and eternal punishment for the wicked.

4 FOR THE FUNNY BONE N
DON'T BLAME ME

A new pastor visited a children's Sunday school department. After
standing quietly at the back for a few minutes, he asked the youngsters,
"Who tore down the walls of Jericho?"

"It wasn't me," shouted young Tommy.

The pastor was unfazed and repeated, "Come on now, who tore down the

walls of Jericho?"

The teacher took the pastor to one side. "Look, Pastor, Tommy's a good
boy. If he said he didn't do it, he didn't do it. I believe him."

The pastor couldn't comprehend what he was hearing, and later that day
he related the story to the Director of Christian Ed. The director frowned.
"I know we have had trouble with Tommy in the past. I'll have a word with
him."

By now totally baffled, the pastor left and approached the deacon. Once
again he told the whole story, including the responses of the teacher and the
Christian Ed director.

The deacon listened patiently and smiled, "Yes, Pastor, I can see your
problem. But I suggest we take the money from the general fund to pay for
the walls and leave it at that."

\From "Worlds Greatest Co!ection Of Church Jokes" by Paul Miler. )
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fax (513) 423-4219

www.shcog.com

Pastor Ray Phillips

MISSION STATEMENT

We will passionately embrace God, connect
with one another, pursue discipleship into all
the world through Jesus Christ!

The Church of God of Middletown, Ohio
Stratford Heights Church of God

4419 Nelson Road

Middletown, Ohio 45042

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP

SUNDAY

Early Morning Worship--8:30am
Sunday School--9:30am
Morning Worship--10:45am
Evening Worship--6:00pm

TUESDAY
Oasis--6:30pm

WEDNESDAY

Missionettes & Royal Rangers--7:00pm
Family Life Night--7:30pm

Noah's Ministry for children 0-3 years old
offered for all services except 8:30am.
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